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Genealogists have long used social networking as a means for researching their family history and sharing their 
stories. The tools they use have just changed, making information more accessible and communications faster 

than ever before. Social media provides ways for people to connect with resources to research records and with 
families to share information in a powerful and far-reaching manner. 

The benefits of using social media range from simply connecting with other family members or finding long-lost 
cousins to getting updates as new records become available online. As the use of technology has exploded, more 
and more repositories are digitizing their records so not only can you find information about your family, you 
also are able to view the original record from the comfort of your home.  

Using this technology lets the family historian or hobbyist conduct their research the same way professionals do. 
Plus, it provides access to individuals who have worked in the many of the areas you’re researching and who 
can offer valuable advice. Take advantage of these contact to help you break through any brick walls you may 
have. 

There are several social media options that genealogists can use. It’s important that each person try a few and 
see which ones work best for them before expanding to others. For example, about 61% of all Facebook 
subscribers use it for genealogy. Others who focus more on photos might find Instagram, Flickr, or other 
programs or “apps” (applications) a better fit. Following is a summary of some of the most popular tools for 
genealogists and how you can take advantage of their features to further your research. 

Social Media Defined 
:: forms of electronic communication (such as websites for social networking and microblogging) through which 
users create online communities to share information, ideas, personal messages, and other content (such as 
videos)” 

 “Social Media.” Merriam-Webster.com. Merriam-Webster, n.d. Web. 
 

Using Social Media 
Four popular social media tools for genealogists are Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest. We’ll examine 
each of these to learn how to connect with friends, family and fellow researchers; to share photos, text, and 
stories; to chat with experts who can help us find and analyze records; and more.  
 
This is an introduction to some of the tools. Blogs written by fellow genealogists and professionals, photo 
sharing sites such as Flickr, YouTube video channels for Ancestry.com, FamilySearch, and other genealogists 
also offer opportunities for learning. A list of some of these sites along with links is included in this document. 
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Summary of Top Four Tools  
Links to these and other resources are on page 3-4. 

 
Facebook 

• Set up to be public or private 
• Personal or group pages 
• Create a genealogy specific profile 
• Join and create groups 
• Like or create pages 
• Endless networking possibilities 

• Location 
• Special interest 

• Events 
 

Twitter 
 Fast-paced way to keep up-to-date with the latest news and activities in the genealogical community 

 280 keystroke/character limit 

 Official repository of the Library of Congress 

 Many libraries, societies and other resources can be reached quickly with questions to which they 
respond almost immediately 

 

Instagram 
 Quick and easy way to share photos and videos (“Instastories”) 
 Share photos and videos 
 Follow accounts that post old historic photos 
 Create your own account for posting family photos 
 Can be public or private 
 Many post photos here and then send link to Twitter and Facebook rather than uploading photo 

to other social media platform 
 

Pinterest 
 Tools for aggregating information about the areas in which you are interested in a way that can be easily 

viewed by other; option to make this private 

 Items are “pinned” to board in a manner similar to bulletin board(s) 

 Great for “visual” learners 

 Pinterest button is accessible directly from many websites; find something you “like” as you are 
searching and simply “pin it” to your board 

 Set categories for your boards – one for genealogy; one for recipes (if you like to cook); one for 
photography (if you’re a camera buff)  

 

One of the great things about working in social media is that you can use the internet and other social media programs and 
applications to learn about the exact ones you are trying to use or to learn more about the research you want to conduct. 
Following is a selection of websites that might prove helpful in learning to use social media as well as examples of social 
media groups or pages in each of the groups we’ve discussed. These pages and groups are great examples of the type of 
information available and how you can use social media to maximize your research.  
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Getting Started 
Should you use social media? Absolutely! Just remember, you don’t have to join everything at once. Pick an app you think 
will work for you and start using it. If you’re not sure how to get started, check out YouTube or ask a young family member 
for help. You might even use social media to introduce family history to the next generation. 

 As you become more comfortable with it, move to the next one. A lot of people start with Facebook. It’s easy to use and 
lets you stay in touch with family too! 

 

Social Media and Genealogy 
 
Social Media for Genealogy – https://www.facebook.com/groups/socialmediagen/  
 
Ancestry Academy – multiple sessions starting with the Intro – Social Media Genealogy - 
https://www.ancestry.com/academy/course/social-media-genealogy 
 
Using Hashtags for Genealogy - Social Media for Genealogy, Amie Bowser Tennant, The Genealogy 
Reporter, April 14, 2017 http://www.thegenealogyreporter.com/hashtags-for-genealogy/ 
 
4 Ways to Use Social Media in Your Family History Efforts, Miryelle Resek, Apr 28, 2017 Roots Tech Blog, 
https://www.rootstech.org/blog/4-ways-to-use-social-media-in-your-family-history-efforts 
 
 

Facebook – http://www.facebook.com 
 
Dead Fred Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/deadfredphotos/ 
 
Facebook for Dummies - http://www.dummies.com/social-media/facebook/facebook-for-dummies-cheat-  
sheet/ 
 
Facebook Sites Listing - Katherine Willson – Facebook sites listing –  
https://moonswings.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/genealogy-on-facebook-list-nov-20171.pdf  

  
Random Acts of Genealogical Kindness – RAOGK USA - Facebook Group – (other countries also have 
group)  https://www.facebook.com/groups/raogkUSA/ 
 
Pages you might want to follow: 

• Ancestry.com – https://www.facebook.com/Ancestry.com 
• Billion Graves – https://www.facebook.com/BillionGraves 
• FamilySearch – https://www.facebook.com/familysearch 
• MyHeritage - https://www.facebook.com/MyHeritage 

 
 

Twitter – http://www.twitter.com  
 
Discover Twitter – Learn the Basics – https://discover.twitter.com/learn-more  

Twitter for Dummies - http://www.dummies.com/business/marketing/social-media-  marketing/understanding-
twitter-basics/ 
 
Getting Started with Twitter from the Twitter Help Center - https://support.twitter.com/articles/215585 
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Using Hashtags in Genealogy from the Genealogy Reporter, April 16, 2017 - 3 New Ways to Use Hashtags  
for Genealogy 
 
Twitter Accounts You Might Want to Follow: Judy Russell, Amy Johnson Crow, Lisa Louise Cooke, David 
Allen Lambert, Family Search, Ancestry, Find My Past, your genealogical program site (FTM, Roots Magic, 
Legacy, etc.) Ethnic and Local organizations 
 
 

Instagram 
Genealogy Center - https://www.instagram.com/genealogycenter/  

D. Joshua Taylor - https://www.instagram.com/djoshuataylor/ 

Maryland State Archives - https://www.instagram.com/marylandstatearchives/ 

23andme - https://www.instagram.com/23andme/ 

US National Archives - https://www.instagram.com/usnatarchives/ 

FamilySearch - https://www.instagram.com/familysearch/ 

 
Pinterest – http://www.pinterest.com  
 
Lisa Lisson – Pinterest boards - https://www.pinterest.com/lisal4/genealogy-resources/ 
 
Using Pinterest for Genealogy Research - https://blogs.ancestry.com/cm/8-ways-to-use-pinterest-  for-
genealogy-research/ 
 
3 Steps to Using Pinterest for Your Genealogy Interests -  https://www.genealogybank.com/newsletter-
archives/201401/3-steps-using-pinterest-your-  genealogy-interests 
 
YouTube Video on using Pinterest - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mu2-  
hVSTLas&list=UUejmBcXdgnqcMvkP7ilMJBg&index=41 
Family Cherished – http://www.pinterest.com/valerieelkins  
Caroline Pointer - http://www.pinterest.com/familystories  
 
 

Other Topics of Interest 
Copyright, Terms of Use – by Judy G. Russell, The Legal Genealogist – 
http://www.legalgenealogist.com/blog/2013/02/19/copyright-terms-of-use-and-pinterest/  

Facebook Terms and Policies – https://www.facebook.com/policies/ 

Twitter Terms of Service – https://twitter.com/tos 

Pinterest Terms of Service – http://about.pinterest.com/terms/ 

Instagram Terms of Service – https://help.instagram.com/478745558852511  

 
 
Note: Links are active as of January 8, 2018.  
 
 

Happy Surfing! 
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