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It Begins with You

Start with yourself and work back in time

Identify your immediate family members—your 
mother, father, siblings, aunts, uncles and grandparents

Write down their full names, nick names and the 
maiden names of the women

Write down the date and place of birth, death and 
marriage

Include the name(s) of all spouse(s) or partners

Ask your family for information, artifacts and family 
stories



Resources Other Than Family

Birth, marriage, death records.  You can find 
these with relatives and at the county 
courthouse.  Look at home first

Census records are available online—more later

Social Security records are available online

Newspapers & city directories at your library

Land, tax & probate records are available online 
and at the courthouse

Published family trees



Resources Other Than Family

• Birth, marriage, death & cemetery records 

• Census records

• Social Security records

• Newspapers & city directories

• Land records

• Tax records

• Probate records

• Published family trees

BE WARY OF 
ONLINE 
FAMILY 
TREES



About Online Family Trees

They can provide clues for finding our ancestors

The often do not cite sources for their data—data 
without sources are not facts, they’re just stories

Check the trees carefully against your family data—
compare several generations of your family with 
those in the trees.

Their sources are NOT your sources—check that 
their sources actually verify the fact sourced

ALWAYS look a gift horse in the mouth



Here’s My Fathers Family—His 
Parents and Siblings

• Edward Klauck (1889 – 1972)

+Martha Kleinhans Klauck (1892 – 1981)

• Frederick “Fritz” Klauck (1916 – 2009)

• Lucille “Lucy” Klauck Christal (1918 – 2007)

• Orlena “Lee” Klauck Schmitz (1920 – 2004)

• Orville “Pete” Klauck (1922 – 1995)

• Marian Klauck Binversie (1926 – 1997)

• James “Jim” Klauck (1933 – )



Here’s My Fathers Family—His 
Parents and Siblings

• Edward Klauck (1889 – 1972)

+Martha Kleinhans Klauck (1892 – 1981)

• Frederick “Fritz” Klauck (1916 – 2009)

• Lucille “Lucy” Klauck Christal (1918 – 2007)

• Orlena “Lee” Klauck Schmitz (1920 – 2004)

• Orville “Pete” Klauck (1922 – 1995)

• Marian Klauck Binversie (1926 – 1997)

• James “Jim” Klauck (1933 – )

Ed and Martha are my 
grandparents.  Orville is 
my father.  I knew all of 
these people until I was 
in my 20s.  I could get 
their BDM (birth, death, 
marriage) information 
directly from them.



Here’s My Aunts & Uncles

• Edward Klauck (1889 – 1972)

+Martha Kleinhans Klauck (1892 – 1981)

• Frederick “Fritz” Klauck (1916 – 2009)

• Lucille “Lucy” Klauck Christal (1918 – 2007)

• Orlena “Lee” Klauck Schmitz (1920 – 2004)

• Orville “Pete” Klauck (1922 – 1995)

• Marian Klauck Binversie (1926 – 1997)

• James “Jim” Klauck (1933 – )

Note nicknames are 
in quotation marks.  
These nicknames 
are obvious, but not 
all are.  My father, 
Orville’s nickname 
is…



Here’s My Aunts & Uncles

• Edward Klauck (1889 – 1972)

+Martha Kleinhans Klauck (1892 – 1981)

• Frederick “Fritz” Klauck (1916 – 2009)

• Lucille “Lucy” Klauck Christal (1918 – 2007)

• Orlena “Lee” Klauck Schmitz (1920 – 2004)

• Orville “Pete” Klauck (1922 – 1995)

• Marian Klauck Binversie (1926 – 1997)

• James “Jim” Klauck (1933 – )

“Pete”
The origin of this 
nickname is the 
stuff of family 
legend.



Let’s Search the Censuses First

The censuses are a genealogist’s go-to family 
finding tool, but you need to identify your family 
back to 1940—the first census available to us

Find you family in every census starting with the 
1940 census.  Do this to find your whole family, 
and previous generations.

Look at the actual image, not just the extract.  
You will get much more information from the 
image.  While there, look at entries listed before 
and after your family.  



Let’s Search the Censuses First

Census entries on the same and nearby pages 
may contain other family members or family 
members in the same dwelling that are a 
separate household.

We’ll start by searching for my grandfather, 
Edward Klauck, born in 1889 in Wisconsin.  He 
would be about 51 in 1940.

After entering this information into 
Ancestry.com or FamilySearch.org.  I get this



Let’s Start with 1940 US Census

Here’s an image 
of the whole 
sheet.  Let’s 
zoom in on the 
content in the 
oval



Notice that everybody 
is there, except my 
uncle Fritz.  He’s 
working in a Martin 
Aircraft factory in 
Baltimore for the war 
effort.



Notice Grampa’s age is listed as 50. The 
census asks for his age at last birthday.  
His last birthday was in 1939 at the time 
the census was taken in April of 1940.  
Expect some variations like these, but be 
careful not to “force a fit” to your family



1930 Census

• Ed Klauk 40

• Martha  36

• Frederick  14

• Lucile  12

• Orlena 10

• Orval [Orville]  8

• Marian 3

Here’s an extract of the 1930 
census.  Note the our last 
name “Klauck” is spelled 
without the “c”. This is a 
common spelling of the name, 
but is probably how the census 
taker thought it was spelled.  
The same applies to the 
spelling of Orville. 

Note Uncle Jim is not listed, he 
wasn’t born until 1933.  This is 
why we need to look at more 
than one census.



1920 Census

• Edward Klauck  30

• Martha  27

• Frederick  3

• Lucile 1

• Orlena 0  

Here’s the family in 1920.  
Only 3 of the kids were 
born by then.

Note that Orlena’s age is 
0.  She was born January 
1, 1920.  Her age at her 
last birthday was 0, she 
was just born then.



1910 Census

• John Klauck Jr  49

• Keenie [Kunie]  48

• Edward  20

• Arthur  16

• Anna  18

• Sylvina 15

• Thekla 7

Here’s my grandfather  
Edward living in 1910 
with his parents, John & 
Kunie—my great-
grandparents—and 
some of his siblings.  



1910 Census

• John Klauck Jr  49

• Keenie [Kunie]  48

• Edward  20

• Arthur  16

• Anna  18

• Sylvina 15

• Thekla 7

Notice that Edward’s 
mother’s first name is 
spelled with two “e”s.  
The indexer interpreted 
the longhand letter “u” as 
two “e”s.  Kunie is her 
real nickname.  Her full 
name is Kunigunda (it’s 
German!) 



1900 Census

• John Klanck [Klauck]  40

• Kimmie [Kunie] 39

• Emma  13 

• Ida  11

• Eddie  10

• Anna  8

• Arthur  7

• Selvina 5

• Valentine Winter  73

Father-in-law

• Maggie Winter  64

Mother-in-lawHere’s my grandfather “Eddie” 
again at home in 1900 with Mom 
& Dad & sibs.

Note that our last name is spelled 
Klanck.  The indexer interpreted 
the longhand “u” as an “n”. This is  
a common indexing error for our 
last name and makes searching 
challenging



1900 Census

• John Klanck [Klauck]  40

• Kimmie [Kunie] 39

• Emma  13 

• Ida  11

• Eddie  10

• Anna  8

• Arthur  7

• Selvina 5

• Valentine Winter  73

Father-in-law

• Maggie Winter  64

Mother-in-lawAlso in the household are 
Valentine and Maggie 
Winter.  They are listed as 
father- and mother-in-law 
of the head of the house—
Kunie’s parents.  

We just learned Kunie’s
maiden name and added a 
branch to the family tree



Further Research
If you keep searching earlier and earlier 
censuses, you will find more ancestors and 
branches to your tree

The 1890 census was destroyed by water in 
several fires and most of it is not available to us

Many states have their own censuses.  They are 
available through Ancestry and FamilySearch 
and at state historical societies

The 1850 census is the earliest census that 
name all members of the household 


