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How to Begin Your Search

Start with you and work back in time

Collect birth, death and marriage data for all 
the people you discover

Show how you know what you know—the 
sources of the information

Write it all down in an orderly and logical 
manner.  The amount of paper you produce 
can become huge and unmanageable if you 
don’t



Start with Yourself
Discovering your family’s history is a do it 
yourself project—a large, time consuming 
and fun project.

Only you can have legal access to the birth, 
death and marriage certificates—vital 
records—for you, your parents, and grand-
parents. 

Identify your immediate family members—
mother, father, siblings and grandparents



Write down full names, nick names and the 

names before marriage of the women.  You 

can often get this information from those 

who are still living.  You can’t get this 

information from the internet

Make sure to collect the dates and places of 

all their births, deaths and marriages

Include the names of spouses.  Be sure to 

list the names before marriage of women



Write Down What You Know

The easiest way to write down what you have 
found out is with family tree computer 
software.

You can also enter your information into an 
online family tree website.  The trees on 
Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org are 
examples.

Or, for starters you can enter your data “by 
hand” in a Family Group sheet.  This is how it 
was done before home computers and the 
Internet—in the good old days



Create a Family Group Sheet

A Family Group Sheet links three generations of 
a family—husband and wife to their own 
mothers and fathers.  And it links the husband 
and wife to their children

The sheet contains all vital data—birth, death, 
marriage, and spouses—for each member of 
the family

With all of that information one can be sure a 
person matching that data is from YOUR family 
and NOT some stranger having the same name



Filling Out a Family Group Sheet

You can fill out a family group sheet by 
hand-writing the information in one of the 
many forms downloadable from the Internet

You can hand-type the information into any 
word processor, spreadsheet or free-form

Just use the format illustrated in the 
following slides.  This is the data you will 
need when researching your family history



Enter Your Ancestor and 
His Parents

Write in husband’s full name 
including any “nick names” in 
quotes.

Write in his birth, death & 
marriage data

Be sure to use all 4 digits for 
the year in dates and use at 
least a 3 letter abbreviation for 
the month



Enter Your Ancestor and 
His Parents

Write in the city, 
county, state and 
country for the 
locations of events



First, Your Ancestor and 
His Parents

If you don’t know 
the mother’s 
maiden name, 
leave it blank



Enter Your Ancestor and 
His Parents



Then, His Spouse and
Her Parents

Write in the wife’s  full 
name, including “nick 
names” in quotes.

If you don’t know 
either woman’s 
maiden name leave it 
blank



Then, His Spouse and
Her Parents



Now, the Children & Their 
Spouses

Fill in as much as 
you know even  if 
it is incomplete



Now, the Children & Their 
Spouses



Finally, Your Sources

How you know what you wrote

Write in where you found the data for each 
line of the sheet.  Provide enough 
information so you can find the source 
again if you need to

If you guessed a date or some other data, 
say so.  If the information is from a relative, 
name the person  

The object is to be able to consider the 
validity of the data when other information 
becomes availble



Finally, Your Sources

How you know what you wrote





This Family Group Sheet describes a family 
in a way that it cannot be confused with any 
other family

It is how you know a “John Doe” is your “John 
Doe” and not some stranger with the same 
name

It also connects this family to your other 
families

Fill out a Family Group Sheet for yourself, your 

parents, grandparents, great-grand par…



Next Month We Present

Part Two:

Going Beyond What You

Know —The Censuses



You can download copies of family group 
sheet and other genealogy forms from our 
website’s Resources page at:

https://cedarhillgenealogy.wordpress.com/

resources/

You can also find helpful articles about 
genealogy research on our website

https://cedarhillgenealogy.wordpress.com/resources/
https://cedarhillgenealogy.wordpress.com/resources/

